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NOTOGONIA EHEENBEKGII Peett. 



By J. C. SMITH, New Oelbans, La. 



WITH PLATE VI, FIG. 8. 



Max Perty, in 1852, described and figured a rotifer, which 
he named Nbtogonia Ehrenhergii. This rotifer not having been 
again met with up to 1889, and Hudson and Gosse* consider- 
ing the description not sufficiently explicit, they placed it 
among their "Doubtful and Eejected Genera." 

Up to quite recent years it appears to have escaped the atten- 
tion of students of this group of animals, for Delage and Her- 
ouardf , in their Vermidiens, place the N. Ehrenhergii in their 
"Incertae sedis." 

In this country, observers seem to have been more fortunate, 
for Prof. Kellicott:]: has met with it in abundance in Ohio, and 
about the same time Prof. Jenningsf has quoted it from Lake 
Michigan. 

I have taken it in large numbers from an old unused well in 
Audubon Park, New Orleans, and haying given it considerable 
attention, deem it not amiss to give a description of this form 
so that there may be no longer any excuse for ranking it as 
doubtful. 

Lorica transparent, widening backwards, with its posterior 
border bounded by three concavities; the two outer concavities 
terminating laterally in thorn-like points, which are directed 
dorsal-ward and slightly forward; the opening for the head 
slightly excavate dorsally and much more so ventrally ; the open- 



* The Rotifera or Wheel- Animalcules, 1889. 

t Traits de Zoologie Concrete, 1897, Vol. V. 

X Rotifera of Sandusky Bay, Journal A. M. S., 1897. 

^ Bulletin of the Michigan Fish Commission, No. 6. 
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ing for the foot slightly excavate dorsally and deeply excavate 
ventrally; ventral plate plain and dorsal plate much arched; 
postero-lateral borders sub-marginally marked with a zig-zag 
pattern as in Metopidia soUdus Gosse; internal anatomy iden- 
tical with that of M. solidus; eyes, two, small, dark, widely 
separated and placed well up in the head; foot three- join ted; 
toes slender and almost as long as foot; frontal hood as in M. 
solidus. 

Length, including head and toes, 151.5/*; of lorica 114/*; of 
foot and toes 72.9/*; greatest width of lorica 147/*. 

Jennings records this form as Metopidia Ehrenhergii, and 
Kellicott says that he can see no reason for separating it from 
the genus Metopidia. I consider both of these observers to be 
correct, for this rotifer has as much claim to a position in this 
genus as the type of the genus itself. 

It is an exceedingly handsome animal, and rivals in trans- 
parency and distinctness of its viscera, the much-admired 
Pterodina patina Ehr. 

It has a peculiar trick of spreading its toes and turning them 
dorsal-ward while feeding. 

The figure given (Plate VI, F:g. 8) was drawn with the aid 
of a camera, and is a faithful likeness of Perty's original. The 
size may be considered as corresponding exactly with that 
given by him. 



PLATE VI 




